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Course Description 
 
Congratulations on your interest in AP U.S. Government and Politics. I am looking forward to a year of 
academic and personal growth for you and the other seniors in the class. Advanced Placement U.S. 
Government and Politics is a college freshman level course designed to give a comprehensive 
understanding of government and politics in the United States.  
 
The course will include the study of broad concepts needed to understand U.S. politics and 
governmental systems as well as analysis of specific examples. It will require familiarity with the ideas, 
individuals, groups, and institutions that make up U.S. politics. After completion of this course, you will 
have gained a strong foundation for understanding how government in the United States actually works. 
 
This is a preparatory course for the AP exam on U.S. Government and Politics, which gives you the 
opportunity to earn college credit while in high school. Students enrolled in the course are expected to 
take the AP exam, though it is not required. Therefore, the aim of the course is to give you a learning 
experience equivalent to an introductory college course in U.S. government and politics. The exam is 
held in early May. Therefore, we will begin reviewing the course in late April content to help you better 
prepare for your success on the exam. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact me by 
coming by my room or emailing me. 
 
 
Mr. Browning  Room 208  david_browning@chino.k12.ca.us 
       
 
Major Units of Study 
 

• Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States Government 
• Political Beliefs and Behaviors 
• Political Parties, Interest Groups and Mass Media 
• Institutions of the National Government 
• Civil Liberties/Civil Rights 
• Public Policy 

 
 
 
Textbook 
 
American Government: Stories of a Nation (for the AP Course) 2019; Scott F. Abernathy & Karen Waples 
Additional supplemental readings will be provided for students as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 



Grading: 
 
The following scale determines grades:        How the grades are weighted  
    
A 90-100%       Tests & Quizzes  75% 
B 80-89%       Projects & Assignments 25% 
C 70-79%        
D 60-69%        
F   0-59%        
          
 
Note: You should strive to maintain at least  “B” grade as you progress through the course curriculum. 
 
All assignments, projects, quizzes, and tests will have a specific point value. All points earned will be 
totaled at the end of each grading period to determine your grade according to the grading scale above. 
 
 
Expectations and Considerations 
 

1.) Attendance is absolutely essential in this class.  

2.) Your prepared participation is essential for your success in this class. 

3.) You are expected to take notes and complete the assigned reading so that you are   

prepared to contribute to class discussions and be successful on quizzes and tests. 

4.) Expect nightly reading assignments of 7 to 10 pages. 

5.) You will have vocabulary assignments for each chapter. 

6.) Some chapters will include separate supplemental assignments. 

7.) A short research paper will be assigned each semester. 

8.) Each student will have weekly current event or political cartoon assignments. 

9.) Other projects will be assigned as appropriate. 

10.) The best way to apply the theory learned in this class is to follow the news on a daily basis. 

 
Note:  Although there is no summer reading requirement, you are expected to become familiar with  
 national current events. You can become familiar with issues of political significance and the  

American political process by reading local newspapers and periodicals (i.e. Time, Newsweek, 
U.S. News & World Report), watching news broadcasts, listening to news on the radio, or  
accessing news from various sites via the Internet. As you become more aware and informed,  
you will be more inclined to contribute to class discussions and be better prepared to respond to  
questions you will have on the AP exam on U.S. Government and Politics. 


